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Age group  3-11
Inspection date(s) 25-26 May 2011
Inspection number  355769

Abbey Hey Primary School
Inspection report

Unique Reference Number 105386
Local Authority Manchester
Inspection number 355769
Inspection dates 25-26 May 2011
Reporting inspector Jane Millward HMI

This inspection was carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005 under pilot arrangements; it 
was also deemed a section 5 inspection under the same Act.

Type of school Primary
School category Community
Age range of pupils 3-11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 420

Appropriate authority The governing body
Chair Anthony Thompson
Headteacher Gaynor Moorhouse
Date of previous school inspection 3 October 2007
School address Abbey Hey Lane

Gorton
Manchester
M18 8PF

Telephone number 0161 223 1592
Fax number 0161 231 0422
Email address head@abbeyhey.manchester.sch.uk
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Inspection report: Abbey Hey Primary School, 25-26 May 2011 2 of 12

Introduction

This pilot inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors and three 
additional inspectors. Fourteen lessons were observed taught by 14 teachers. 
Meetings were held with groups of pupils, members of staff and the Chair of the
Governing Body. Inspectors observed the school’s work and looked at a range of 
documentation, including the school development plan, pupils’ work, progress data, 
minutes of governing body meetings, attendance data and safeguarding policies and 
records. They analysed 133 inspection questionnaires completed by parents and 
carers as well as those submitted by staff and pupils.

Information about the school

Abbey Hey is much larger than the average primary school with nursery provision on-
site. The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is higher 
than average. The proportion of pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities is above average. Numbers of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds 
are in line with the average. For the last three years, pupils’ attainment at the end of 
Key Stage 2 has exceeded the minimum level set by the government. The school has 
gained Healthy School status and holds the Arts Mark and the Sports Mark. A 
breakfast club, run by the governing body, is available each morning.
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Inspection report: Abbey Hey Primary School, 25-26 May 2011 3 of 12

Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

Inspection judgements

Overall effectiveness 4

Achievement 4

Teaching 4

Leadership and management 4

Behaviour and safety 3

Does the school adequately promote the pupils’ well-being? Yes

Does the school adequately promote community cohesion? Yes

Does the school provide value for money? No

Key findings

In accordance with section 13 (3) of the Education Act 2005, Her Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that this school requires special measures because it is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the persons 
responsible for leading, managing or governing the school are not demonstrating the 
capacity to secure the necessary improvement.

■ Pupils do not achieve as well as they should during their time at school. This is 
particularly the case in Key Stage 1 but there is also underachievement in Key 
Stage 2. A history of underperformance has resulted in persistently low 
attainment over time. Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage make good 
progress given their starting points.

■ Teaching overall is not strong enough to eradicate previous underperformance. 
There is insufficient good teaching to accelerate pupils’ progress, raise 
attainment or make up for lost ground. Pupils’ enthusiasm is curbed because 
lessons lack pace and sufficient challenge. Assessment data held by the school 
are not used effectively enough either to secure an accurate view of current 
attainment or to ensure that pupils’ needs are met. Marking is inconsistent and
it does not provide pupils with an accurate view of how well they are doing. 
Much work remains unmarked and therefore teachers are unable to plan 
lessons which build effectively on pupils’ prior learning. In too many cases,
work is incorrectly matched to the needs of learners.

■ The school knows its pupils well and their personal development and well-being 
is given a high priority. Pupils whose circumstances make them vulnerable are 
well cared for, and support from external agencies provides well-targeted and 
timely interventions. Pupils are keen to improve their school and have raised 
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

money to improve facilities, for example, purchasing new playground 
equipment.

■ The school’s leaders and managers have not secured improvements and their 
overall impact on pupils’ achievement is not effective. The schools’ systems 
have not been evaluated rigorously enough and have not secured much needed 
improvement. The governing body, despite providing effective support to 
eradicate the school’s deficit budget, has not been vigilant enough in 
monitoring the school’s performance or active enough in helping to arrest its 
decline.  

■ Pupils’ behaviour is satisfactory. They are polite and courteous in school and 
say they feel safe. In many lessons seen during the inspection, pupils were 
passive in their learning. Attendance is low but evidence shows that, by the 
implementation of targeted strategies, it is beginning to improve for some 
groups of pupils.

What does the school need to do to improve further?

■ Raise pupils’ attainment and improve rates of progress in English and 
mathematics by:
– matching work to the needs of all learners
– ensuring the more able are sufficiently challenged
– ensuring teachers are secure in the assessment of pupils’ learning and 

that assessments are regular and timely.

■ Improve the overall quality and consistency of teaching and learning, including 
the use of assessment by:
– making learning more practical and involving pupils more in their learning 
– ensuring assessment better informs teachers’ planning and teaching
– ensuring marking helps pupils to make progress.

■ Improve the effectiveness of leadership and management by:
– empowering key senior and middle leaders to take responsibility for 

improving outcomes for all learners
– sharpening the governing body's ability to hold the school to account
– strengthening monitoring and evaluation procedures
– improving the strategic use of assessment information so that leaders can 

intervene in a more timely way
– ensuring middle leaders have a greater impact on improving their subject 

areas
– improving the way behaviour and racist incidents are recorded and 

monitored. 

■ Reduce the level of pupils’ absence by vigorously promoting good attendance 
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

and impressing on parents and carers their role in ensuring better attendance.

Main report

Achievement 

Pupils’ learning in the classroom is not rapid or secure enough and too little progress 
is made due to ineffective teaching. A lack of awareness of current levels of 
attainment results in lessons that are incorrectly pitched so pupils do not achieve as 
well as they might. Pupils’ achievement has remained stubbornly low over time and 
procedures to challenge underperformance have not been successful enough. 
Children enter the Early Years Foundation Stage with skills well below those expected 
for their age. Due to effective teaching in the Nursery and Reception classes, they 
make good progress and enter Key Stage 1 broadly in line with national 
expectations. By the end of Year 2, pupils have made inadequate progress and have 
regressed in their learning. 

Attainment is significantly below the national average and has been so for the past 
three years. Little has been done to halt this decline. Attainment overall is low at the 
end of Key Stage 2, despite an improvement in 2010. Data currently held by the 
school indicate that the trend of low performance will continue because pupils are 
not making sufficient gains in their learning. Pupils known to be eligible for free 
school meals have not achieved as well as their peers in the past; the data indicate 
this gap remains and these pupils continue to underperform. Pupils with a special 
educational needs and/or disabilities receive support, and interventions have been 
implemented, for example, Every Child a Reader. The impact of this work is 
monitored and is beginning to make a positive contribution to pupils’ attainment. 
Nevertheless, this group of pupils continues to underachieve, particularly in 
mathematics.

Attainment in reading is significantly below national expectations at Key Stages 1 and 
2, and data over time show little improvement. There is insufficient evidence of the 
school narrowing the achievement gap in reading between groups of pupils. Pupils 
are, however, keen to read and display positive attitudes to reading. They are taught 
strategies to decode words and a programme to teach phonics is in place. The school 
has monitored the way in which reading is taught and the format in which the 
youngest children are taught to read has altered as a consequence. The impact of 
this work remains in its infancy.  

Teaching 

The quality of teaching across the school is too variable and overall is inadequate. 
There is insufficient good or better teaching at both Key Stages 1 and 2 to ensure 
pupils make the progress that they should. Pupils do not build on prior learning, or 
receive appropriate challenge or support and, as a consequence, achievement is 
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory, and 4 is inadequate
Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms

inadequate. Teaching is failing either to turn round low attainment or enable brisk 
learning. Therefore, pupils’ learning and progress remains inadequate. In the 
minority of lessons where teaching was effective, teachers injected pace and 
organised learning into manageable sections. Pupils were challenged to think and 
explain their work to teachers who then assessed how well they were learning. 
However, in too many lessons low expectations prevail and learning does not match 
pupils’ needs. 

Assessments are not used effectively and tasks and activities are often inappropriate 
so do not support pupils in making progress. The marking of pupils’ work is 
inconsistent. Some marking, most noticeably in literacy, is effective; it follows school 
policy and guides pupils on how to improve. However, too much work is unmarked 
and pupils are unaware of their next steps in learning; teachers are unable to 
monitor the progression of skills, knowledge and understanding and are unaware of 
the next steps pupils need to take. School leaders monitor teaching and learning but 
hold an over-optimistic view of the quality of provision. Their work has not resulted 
in improvements in teaching and learning and so has not had sufficient impact on 
pupils’ achievement.

Leadership and management

The headteacher is committed to the school, yet leaders and managers have not 
been successful in driving improvement since the last inspection. As a result, pupils 
are not achieving as well as they should. The procedures for monitoring and 
evaluating the school’s performance lack sufficient rigour. While lesson observations 
and scrutiny of planning and pupils’ books takes place, this is not leading to sufficient 
improvements. Leaders do not have an accurate picture of pupils’ achievement or of 
the progress they make as they pass through the school. All staff are keen to 
promote equal opportunities, but this is inadequate because too many groups are 
underachieving. Middle leaders do not have a firm grasp of what needs to be done in 
their subject areas and are having little impact on school improvement. 

The governing body is supportive of the school but is not sufficiently involved in 
helping to shape its direction. Nevertheless, it has improved the financial 
management by reducing the deficit budget and enhancing the school buildings. The 
governing body manage a breakfast club on-site which is popular with pupils and 
provides a good start to the day. Leadership in the Early Years Foundation Stage is 
good and leads to children making good progress and achieving well. The school has 
clear policies to ensure the safeguarding and welfare of its pupils. Spiritual, moral, 
social, and cultural development are satisfactory. Pupils display a sound knowledge 
and understanding of social and moral issues, but they are less secure in their 
understanding of other dimensions. The school has inadequate capacity for further 
improvement as, despite addressing a few areas of weakness, improvements are
insufficient and fragile. 
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Behaviour and safety

In the lessons observed during the inspection behaviour was satisfactory. In the 
more effective lessons, where pupils were active in their learning, behaviour was 
better. In the weaker lessons, pupils lacked enthusiasm and were either too passive 
or became restless and low level disruption occurred. This is because their learning 
needs are not catered for adequately. Pupils generally get on well together and are 
aware of the consequences of their actions. They move around school safely and 
assess and manage risk appropriately. A few pupils reported that they were made 
unhappy by the behaviour of some of their peers. The school monitors behaviour and 
incidents of bullying and racism. While strategies to tackle such incidents are in 
place, record keeping could be improved. 

The school works closely with a range of external agencies to provide support and 
guidance to those pupils whose circumstances make them vulnerable. Their needs 
are met and they develop effective relationships with adults in school. Attendance is 
low: however the school has strategies to reduce absenteeism and the most up-to-
date data show signs of improvement. The number of pupils who are persistently 
absent has declined. Pupils, parents and carers who responded to the inspection 
questionnaire are supportive of the school’s work. Pupils feel safe and say they are 
listened to if a problem arises. A few concerns were raised with regards to behaviour 
and bullying. The inspection team investigated these issues and found behaviour to 
be satisfactory overall. 
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted’s questionnaire

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Abbey Hey Primary School
to complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.

In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 
statements about the school.

The inspection team received 133 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In 
total, there are 420 pupils registered at the school.

Statements Strongly 
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree
Total % Total % Total % Total %

Q1
My child is happy at school

85 64 46 35 1 1 0 0

Q2
My child feels safe at school 

81 61 50 38 1 1 0 0

Q3
The school helps my child to 
achieve as well as they can

77 58 50 38 4 3 0 0

Q4
The school meets my child’s 
particular needs

65 49 60 45 4 3 1 1

Q5
The school ensures my child 
is well looked after 

80 60 51 38 2 2 0 0

Q6
Teaching at this school is 
good 

72 54 54 41 3 2 2 2

Q7
There is a good standard of 
behaviour at this school  

54 41 72 54 3 2 0 0

Q8
Lessons are not disrupted by 
bad behaviour

48 36 64 48 10 8 2 2

Q9
The school deals with any 
cases of bullying well

47 35 65 49 11 8 1 1

Q10
The school helps me to 
support my child’s learning

71 53 56 42 4 3 1 1

Q11
The school responds to my 
concerns and keeps me well 
informed

65 49 60 45 6 5 1 1

Q12
The school is well led and 
managed

75 56 52 39 4 3 0 0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The 
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number 
of completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular 
question, the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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Glossary

What inspection judgements mean

Grade Judgement Description
Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding 

school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs.
Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school 

that is good is serving its pupils well.
Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory 

school is providing adequately for its pupils.
Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 

inadequate school needs to make significant 
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils. 
Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it 
improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Type of school Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate
Nursery schools 46 48 6 0
Primary schools 6 47 40 7
Secondary 
schools

12 39 38 11

Sixth forms 13 42 41 3
Special schools 28 49 19 4
Pupil referral 
units

14 45 31 10

All schools 10 46 37 7

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that 
inspectors now make some additional judgements that were not made previously.

The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2010 to 31 December 2010 and are 
consistent with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes 
(see www.ofsted.gov.uk). 

The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as 
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.

Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. 
Sixth form figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in 
secondary schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors

Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their 
learning, development or training.

Attainment: the standard of the pupils’ work shown by test and 
examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what 
the school has accomplished so far and on the 
quality of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, 
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities, 
directing and motivating staff and running the 
school.

Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 
understanding, learn and practise skills and are 
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school’s overall 
effectiveness based on the findings from their 
inspection of the school. The following judgements, 
in particular, influence what the overall 
effectiveness judgement will be:

 The achievement of all pupils.
 Behaviour and safety.
 The quality of teaching.
 The effectiveness of leadership and 

management.
and taking into consideration 
 how well the school promotes pupils’ spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development.

Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and 
over longer periods of time. It is often measured 
by comparing the pupils’ attainment at the end of a 
key stage with their attainment when they started.
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and 
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s
main findings from the inspection of their school.

27 May 2011

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Abbey Hey Primary School, Manchester. M18 8PF

On behalf of the inspection team, I would like to thank you for the friendly welcome 
you gave us when we inspected your school recently. As you know, we came to see 
how well you are doing, and what you said helped us with our findings. 

You told us that you are happy to come to school and enjoy your work. Even though 
some of you told us that you are not so pleased with the behaviour of some pupils, 
we judged behaviour to be satisfactory overall. We noted how much you like to help 
the school and community and we were impressed with the amount of money you 
raise to improve the school’s facilities, for example, with new playground equipment. 
Those of you who attend the breakfast club get a good start to the school day.

We judged that your school needs special measures. This means that there are many 
important things that need to be improved quickly so that you can all learn as well as 
possible. In the future, inspectors will visit the school regularly to check how well 
things are improving. We have asked for improvements in the following areas:

■ making sure that you all make better progress in English and mathematics
■ improving teaching so that you can learn more
■ setting up systems to check how well the school is working so that staff know 

what needs to improve
■ making sure the governing body knows exactly what it has to do and which 

questions to ask to help the school to improve
■ raising rates of attendance.

There are things you can do to help improve your school including attending 
regularly, working hard and always doing your best.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Millward
Her Majesty's Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspections', which is available 
from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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